
Writing Across the 

Content Areas



"If a child can't learn the way we teach, 

maybe we should teach the way he 

learns." Ignacio "Nacho" Estrada

Agenda

• Close read  

• Partner read

• Read on your own

• The graphic organizer

• Sample of student work

• Break into grade level 

groups



Step 1

• Set purpose for reading



Which animal makes the 

best pet?

• Follow along as I read!



Step 2

• Partner read

• Circle vocabulary

• Underline evidence



Step 3

• Reread on your own 

• Take notes

• Circle 

vocabulary/underline 

evidence

• Make sure you have 

enough evidence to 

support your opinion



Step 4

The Graphic Organizer

Support your

Claim!!



Graphic Organizer



Step 5

The student sample
Many people have a dog for a pet.  Some people have cats.   Which is 

better? I say dog.  Maybe you say cat.  I just might be able to persuade you in 

the following.

Dogs are great companions for lonely people.  They can go for a 

rousing walk in the park or take a good long nap.  Playing games of catch or 

fetch every day makes good fun.  Even a jog on the hottest day could be 

enjoyable, too.  

Dogs don’t just provide fun,  though.  They can also provide protection.  

Dogs are very intelligent.  They can be trained to find people or save them.  

Some don’t even need to be trained.  For instance, if someone is trying to 

break in, your dog might bark and scare them off.  Dogs are great for many 

different reasons.  

Overall, dogs are awesome pets to have.  Have I convinced you 

though?   If you are, then great!  If your not then that’s okay.  It’s really up to 

you.  So which one is it going to be?





Did they provide 

evidence?



Did they use linking 

words and phrases to 

make connections?



Did they provide a 

concluding statement?



Step 6

Let's look at the common 

core writing standards:

• Write opinion pieces on topics or texts 

supporting a point of view with reasons and 

information.



• A) introduce the topic clearly, state an opinion 

and create an organizational structure in which 

related ideas are grouped to support the writer's 

purpose.

• B) provide reasons that are supported by facts or 

details.

• C) link opinions and reasons with transitional 

words or phrases (e.g. For instance, in order to, 

in addition)

• D) provide a concluding statement or section 

related to the opinion presented.


