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   It’s been an exciting and busy time here in the Pre-K Classroom since coming 

back from our Holiday Break.  We had a couple of weeks of review followed by 

assessments to gauge our learning and growth.  The students have all grown, aca-

demically, developmentally, and physically - so much since joining us in Septem-

ber.   

   Our new learning includes Animal Habitats.  We have explored the 

Forest Habitat, the Arctic and Antarctic Habitats, and will soon begin 

looking at the Ocean.  The children have enjoyed learning how both peo-

ple and animals need a home or shelter, food, water, 

and air.   

   We have also explored Rev., Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 

his impact on the freedoms and culture we have in America to-

day.  We made a “Hands of Peace” wreath and the children all 

shared “I dream of…..” to show their hopes and dreams of the 

future. 

   The children have learned what it takes to be a scientist.  We learned that sci-

entists use their 5 senses, sight, hearing, touch, smell, and sometimes taste to 

help them notice the changes that take place during an experiment, or 

the differences or how they are the same when comparing two items.  

As we learned about the Letter “E”, we examined and explored the 

egg.  We soaked an egg overnight in a glass of vinegar and noted the 

changes that took place.   

With our exploration of the Letter “V”, we learned about volcanoes and lava.  We 

also mixed vinegar with baking soda and noted the “explosive” reaction that takes 

place.  The students also explored the concept of volume, both as it relates to 

sound and as it relates to weight and mass; and how sound is produced from vi-

brations. 

    



    Our learning about the Letter “L”, included President Lincoln, 

love, as well as lions and lemurs.  We explored what type of habitat 

lions and lemurs would live in, as well as how they are the same and 

different.  We sang “The Lion Sleeps Tonight”, and “Lollipop, Lolli-

pop”.  We again explored how vinegar can cause a reaction.  We also 

soaked a penny in vinegar and salt and noted the changes that took 

place as we made a “Lucky Penny”.  

   Ms. Meredith and I were very proud of the students as they wrote and read the 

sentence “I Love Mom and Dad”.   This simple sentence incorporates 4 sight 

words that we have been working on (I, Mom, Dad, and), as well as the word “Love” 

and using capitalization at the beginning of a sentence and punctuation (a period) 

at the end of the sentence. 

We are tying up our unit with our exploration of the Letter 

“P”.  We will be examining Polar Bears, pigs, and pizza.  We will 

also be celebrating the 100th Day of School with a Pajama Day. 

Our science experiments included how blubber works and 

watching the changes that take place as our “glaciers” melted 

in water.   



 

                                            

                     Mrs. Yuenger’s  

                           Kindergarten Class News 

 

 

 

          The Kindergarteners are getting ready to celebrate their 100th 

day of school on February 25th.  I can’t believe that we are already half 

way through the school year.  It is amazing when I think back to the first 

day of school and remember them as these “little babies” coming to 

school.  Now I refer to them as the “big kids” because they are very in-

dependent, hardworking, and respectful students! This makes me so 

proud of them! 

     We are currently finishing our module about Folktales and have en-

joyed hearing some familiar stories, as well as some new ones.  We read 

The Little Red Hen and they were able to give their written opinion about 

whether or not the Red Hen should share the bread with her friends, 

even though she did ALL the work.  They did a great job supporting both 

sides! 

     Over the past few weeks in Math, we have learned to sort and graph, 

use tally marks, interpret data and create our own survey questions.  

They recently wrote their own question and surveyed their classmates as 

well as the 6th graders.  They were able to collect data and then compare 

and contrast their own results.   

     Overall, they are doing a great job learning to be readers, writers,  

authors, and illustrators!  As we all know, 5 and 6 year olds tell the best 

stories!                                                              

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST GRADE 

Teacher—Mrs. Dettenrieder 

First grade just recently finished a module on ancient civilizations. We talked 

about Egypt and Mesopotamia and how creating civilization near the rivers were 

vital for their survival. We studied that civilizations had leaders, farmed and trad-

ed with other cities. The children learned about the significance of pyramids, the 

sphinx and the Valley of the Kings. I found a variety of child appropriate videos 

to reinforce the ideas we were talking about. Several of the videos used Legos to 

recreate the ancient civilizations. 

Two leaders we talked about were King Tut and Pharaoh Hatshepsut. Both lead-

ers were powerful and influential in Egypt. However, 

Mummification was a huge hit with the children. They 

learned about the process, who was mummified and what 

happened to the bodies after the process. Mrs. Colasanti 

did a mummification experiment with the class. We mum-

mified hot dogs and are currently charting the changes. 

Also, each child did an informational report on some as-

pect of ancient Egypt. Lastly, we celebrated with Egyptian day where children 

wore costumes, ate “Egyptian” food, built sarcophaguses, built pyramids and 

mummified our stuffed animals. A great time was had by all.  

This module helped to build upon our current module of early 

American civilizations. We are currently studying the Mayans. We 

will continue with Aztec and Inca civilizations.  

   In January, Mrs. Linda Stevens, a former teacher and community 

member started coming into the classroom. She either reads to the 

children or they read to her. They are excited about this because it 

is someone new to read to and they love showing off their reading 

abilities.  

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 



(First Grade—Continued) 

 

We are currently finishing adding and subtracting within 20. 

The children have shown proficiency with using a variety of 

strategies to solve the problem. We work on word problems 

every day to ensure that they are circling the key words, key 

numbers and following the process of “Show What You 

Know.”  We will be starting measurement and adding and 

subtracting within 40 

SECOND GRADE 

 Teacher—Mrs. Wager 

 

The new  year came in with a winter blast that hasn’t stopped!  2015 has 

been very busy for second graders. Maddison turned 7 first in January with Ai-

dan turning 7 next in February. We will also welcome a new student, A.J., to 

our class from Gloversville. It’s another boy! He will join us after vacation.  

  We studied the War of 1812 in ELA. We learned all about the Battle of 

Detroit, The Battle of Baltimore, The Battle of New Orleans and the burning of 

the White House in Washington, D.C.  We learned who the War Hawks were 

and why they wanted President James Madison to declare war on Britain. The 

loss of  ship building  towns, the destruction of our busy 

seaports and the fall of businesses were all good reasons 

why the Merchants did not want war with Britain. We read 

stories and watched true to life movies about the War of 

1812.  We studied the poem written by Francis Scott Key 

that eventually became the Star Spangled Banner, our na-

tional anthem and we learned all about that HUGE American flag that flew over 

Fort McHenry. We did projects about important events during the War of 1812 

and prepared speeches to persuade President James Madison (Mr. 

Ruberti) whether or not to declare war on Britain.  

Coming up next is our ELA study of the tundra, the arctic and the 

wilderness of Alaska. We have been preparing for the Iditarod 

Dogsled Race that will take place in Alaska. Our dogs have their 

booties and bandanas on, sleds are being built, training has started 

and our flight to Alaska will take off on Feb.26th.  Mrs. B, a local artist will visit 

our class the following day and teach us how to draw a husky.  In conjunction 

with our unit our next field trip will be to Mr. Bill Morris’ home to see photos 

of Alaska and arctic animals. He will explain what a taxidermist does and also 

give us a tour of his workplace.  
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(Second Grade—Continued) 

He will speak about his mounted animals, and we will even get to see a 

caribou! A stop to the Coffee Shop and a quick tour of Town Hall will complete 

our field trip. 

In Math we have been spending a great deal of time learning many new 

strategies to add and subtract 2-3 place numbers. We 

have learned to regroup (carry) in addition and decom-

pose (borrow) in subtraction, bundle tens and unbundle 

tens, factor, compute, calculate, read word problems and 

set problems up both horizontally and vertically. We 

have learned mental math and are polishing up our facts 

and patterns to 20. We are using tables, number bonds, disks and algorithms to 

show our work and figure out our answers. Soon we will be on to larger 3 place 

numbers to 1000. It is difficult for the parents to understand the new way of 

teaching math. Please ask your child questions and let them try to teach you 

how it is done.  

 Our service project for January was a “Winter Perk–Up Box” for the 

Nick Stoner Senior Citizens of Caroga Lake to enjoy during this cold weather. 

We filled a box with cookies, muffin mixes, teas, coffee and hot chocolate pack-

ets for them to share during their January meeting. They were thrilled with the 

goodies, and especially happy that we thought of them. One service project for 

February was the “Bootie Brigade”. We donated mon-

ey for dog booties to Jeff King, a favorite musher up 

in Alaska who will be running in the Iditarod with a 

team of 16 dogs. One team can go through as many as 

2000-2500 booties! For every donation received the 

students earned a bandana and/or booties for their 

dogs in preparation for our race. A nice letter was sent 

out to Jeff to root him on and wish him luck. We also decorated 30x30 flannel 

dog blankets for a project this month. These are used by mushers to cover their 

dropped dogs, some get sick, get tired, injured, or just plain quit for whatever 

reason. If they can no longer run in the race they will get sent back to Anchor-

age and need a cozy blanket while they wait for their rides. We sent our blan-

kets to Seth Barnes of Sterling, Alaska, a rookie musher in this year’s race, for 

his dogs. Next up we will be collecting story books in March for the Ronald 

McDonald House, for children battling serious illnesses. Thanks to all of our 

parents for their constant support of these Second Grade community service 

projects! 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 



(Second Grade—Continued) 

 

We had a great sleigh riding party last month for our after 

school activity day. We made snowmen, made some snow-

man soup and other crafts, and then we enjoyed hot choco-

late and hotdogs after being out in the cold. Many thanks to 

Mrs. Blowers, Mrs. Frasier for helping out and to Mrs. In-

sogna for making us the really cool snowman cookies! Our 

next after school activity day will be filled with science ex-

periments and Olaf crafts on Feb.26. 

Maddison beat the boys in our football pool-her Patriots beat 

Tavien’s Broncos in the play-offs and then she went on to win the 

Super Bowl! Great summer pick Maddison! Oh and we were so sad 

for Dominic and his Raiders, they came in last. We had a great cel-

ebration with lots of prizes and football treats! 

Our team bakers, teams of 2, did a great job with Miss Renee these past 

few weeks baking. They put their heads together to come up with an idea. They 

split responsibilities, brought in the ingredients, practiced taking turns, measur-

ing and working together to prepare a snack for the class. All of them are be-

coming very good cooks and their snacks were delicious! 

We recently completed a study of George Washington and Abraham 

Lincoln. We received a book about each one to take 

home. Since it was close to President’s Day, we de-

cided to write letters to President Obama. We prac-

ticed our what, when, where, why and how ques-

tions while preparing the letter. Our fingers are 

crossed hoping that we get a response back from 

him.  

We exchanged valentine cards and enjoyed treats for our Valentine’s Day 

party on February 13. We are looking forward to enjoying our winter 

break then on to celebrating the 100th day of school with Pre-K, Kinder-

garten and First graders the week we return. 

The year is half over and we still have oh so much more to do! Assess-

ments, state tests, spring activities, field trips and many more projects! The year 

is flying by so quickly. Sit back, relax, and enjoy the ride! 



Third Grade 

Teacher: Mrs. Patrick 

                          Teacher: Mrs. Knapp 
Reading:  In ELA we have been reading the classic Peter Pan!  We 

have been learning about character traits, character motivations, lit-

erary vocabulary, character actions and how to use context clues.  

The students are enjoying the book and look forward to reading a 

new chapter each day. 

 

Math:  Congratulations on finishing module 3; an understanding of 

the relationship between multiplication and division.  Students also 

worked hard to use these concepts to solve 2 and 3 step word prob-

lems.  Now we are moving on to fractions!  Throughout this unit the 

students will be using many manipulatives and hands on activities, 

learn how to recognize equivalent fractions, how to add and sub-

tract with a common denominator, and finally using mixed numbers 

to apply in real world situations. 

 

Writing:  Before beginning character traits in Peter Pan, we wrote about our own 

character traits.  We had a lot of fun thinking about what makes us unique.  As a 

sequel to our “Teeth Book”, we will be working on a “Foot Book” that will be 

coming home soon.  Finally, when we return from vacation we will be writing an 

opinion piece on “Would you give Hook a hand?”  This will go along with our 

reading of Peter Pan. 

 

Social Studies:  We continue our trip around the world to study 

many different cultures.  After a quick review of immigrants, stu-

dents are now going to study Egypt.  We will learn about popula-

tion, geography, civilization, currency, government and the culture 

of this fascinating place.  Stay tuned for more information to 

come!  

 

 

 

*** Accelerated Readers:  Our students are still working very hard to reach the 25 

book goal in order to celebrate with a classroom party.  Some students have 

reached this goal and have gone above and beyond; others please keep reading!  

Great job everyone! 



Grade 4 & 5 ELA & SOCIAL STUDIES 

Teacher: Mrs. Douglass 
 

           In fourth grade English Language Arts (ELA), most of the students have 

finished a unit on informational text.  They learned about main ideas, details, un-

derstanding historical texts, technical texts, Scientific texts, summarizing, and in-

ferencing.  Now, they are learning about key details in literature such as describ-

ing characters in plays, settings and events in stories, determining the theme of a 

poem, summarizing literary texts, and supporting inferences about 

literary texts.   

 In Social Studies, the 4th graders have been learning about 

Colonial America.  This area ties nicely into ELA.  They have been 

making many inferences about what Colonial Life must have been 

like by using text-based details and their prior knowledge.   

 Both fourth and fifth grade are doing many 

fun and educational activities.  We recently made snow globes 

where it looks like the students are actually in the snow globes 

because a 4x6 picture has been included of them.  Then, they 

wrote about what it would be like to live in a snow globe.  Next, 

they made bookmarks, which again is a 4x6 cut out of their bod-

ies.  They are pretty humorous to look at.  On Friday, February 

13th, we had a Valentine’s Party.  This was a Mexican themed party because 5th 

grade is reading Esperanza Rising.  Likewise, 4th grade has earned a themed party 

from all their hard work.  They have chosen a super hero theme!  Fourth grade 

will also be reading fictional books and then completing a book float representing 

their float.  The parade will be welcoming the first day of spring in March.  Fifth 

grade will be making yarn dolls, which is a Mexican custom that has been en-

joyed by many Latin children, including the characters in Esperanza Rising. 

 In fifth grade, the students have also been learning about key ideas in in-

formational text, but at a higher level.  Likewise, they have been 

learning craft and structure in literature with a focus on language 

meaning and understanding literary structure.  In addition, they have 

been using context clues and Greek and Latin word parts to acquire 

and understand more vocabulary.  While engaging in these activities, 

they have been applying their new knowledge to the novel Esperanza 

Rising.  This is a wonderful book about a young girl from Mexico 

who experienced a traumatic change in her life, causing her to move 

to the United States. 

 .   



(Grade 4 & 5—Continued) 

 

     Both 4th and 5th grade have been working diligently on extended writing.  

This is a process that involves critical thinking skills while responding to a 

prompt clearly and in multiple paragraphs.   Likewise, fifth grade continues to 

write to their pen pals, the Nick Stoner Senior Citizens, and the fourth grade 

will be writing to fourth grade students in Texas through the 

month of March.  I am very proud of the students’ hard work 

and progress.   

GRADE 4 & 5 SCIENCE & MATH 

Teacher—Mrs. Caldwell 
 

PENGUIN RACES 

Grade 4 students have been asked to design their own penguin. 

The penguin will be made out of a 2-liter bottle. Students will be 

able to use whatever materials they would like in their design, but 

must consider the rate at which the penguin moves downhill in 

the snow. Students will be able to manipulate the inside or outside 

however they choose, but must support their changes with re-

search and relate it to what’s being learned in the classroom about 

velocity and friction.  
 

 

 

MOVING TO ANTARCTICA 

Grade 5 science students have been assigned a challenging 

task. Students will be “moving to Antarctica” with a team 

of three other researchers.  They will be living on an empty 

piece of land, where there are no homes or shelters.  They 

have been challenged to build an I 

nsulated structure that they will live in while they are re-

searching in Antarctica.  They are required to build a struc-

ture that is at least 100cm squared and is able to maintain a 

temperature within 5 degrees for 5 minutes when tested in 

the freezer. The students are really excited to start working 

on this competitive project! 



Fifth grade has also started building their igloo from the 500 gallon jugs we col-

lected! Thank you so much to all of the families that collected jugs for us and a 

special thank you to Greta Frasier who got us a donation of 500 jugs from Stew-

art’s! We also want to say thank you to the custodial staff for picking up the 500 

gallon jugs (which took a whole school bus to transport) and Dave for beginning 

the project for us! What a great community we have! We will soon be asking for 

student volunteers in fourth and fifth grade to stay after school or work during re-

cess to finish constructing the igloo.   

 


