
Wheelerville Community – 

I wanted to take an opportunity to thank everyone for the support you have shown our STEM Afterschool Enrichment Program.  I 

would also like to share with you some of the awesome and cool experiments and explorations our students have been participating 

in through our program. 

Our first project involved math and mathematical conversions dealing with the concept of time.  The students were asked to bring in 

the ages of their oldest living relative and their youngest relative.  We met in the library and watched the music video of the Theme 

Song to the Broadway Musical “Rent.”    Below is a portion of the lyrics from this song: 

  525,600 minutes; 

  525,600 moments so dear; 

  How do you measure, measure a year? 

  In daylight, in sunsets, in midnights, in cups of coffee? 

  In inches, in miles, in laughter, in strife? 

  525,600 minutes 

  How do you measure, measure a life? 

 

We then began converting our relative’s ages into months, days, minutes, seconds, and eventually into the approximate number of 

breaths our relative may have taken in their lifetime.  The students had fun using their math skills and then checking their answer 

using a calculator.  All of the students enjoying learning the facts of 525,600 minutes in a year and that an adult takes about 15 to 16 

breaths per minute.   

In converting Sydnee King’s Great Grandmother’s age of 104 years, we found that she had been alive for 54,662.400 minutes or 3 

trillion, 279 billion, 744 million seconds.  We then converted the number of breaths her Great Grandmother could have possibly 

taken.  The results of this computation are as follows:  approximately 874,598,400 breaths! We also discussed that this computation 

is only an approximation, since as a child we have more respirations per minute and our respirations also elevate during exertion. 

With our second project we are exploring the properties of air, air pressure, and the physics of motion.  The students had an 

awesome time “building” aerodynamic vehicles using straws, index cards, and tape.  They learned about ratios, fractions, motion, 

and the concept of force.  We discussed the some of the Laws of Motion and Sir Issac Newton.  We focused primarily on Newton’s 

First Law of Motion, which states:  an object either remains at rest or continues to move at a constant velocity, unless acted upon 

by an external force.   

In our next meeting will be extending this learning through modifications and variations of our flying machines.  The students will 

modify their flying machine to see if changing the design will result in a better flying machine or not….they will have to make a 

hypothesis of what they think the result will be based on their modifications, record their changes and findings and demonstrate 

their results with the rest of the class. 

I hope the students will then begin to explore drag, friction, angles, and other forces that may be impacting the flight of their “flying 

machine.” 

I would again like to offer my gratitude for your support and interest in our program.  I’d also like to extend an invitation to those in 

our community who have an interest in Science or work in any of the STEM fields. Please feel free to contact me if you would like to 

share your knowledge and enthusiasm with our student. I look forward to exploring the possibilities on how we can collaborate to 

expand and strengthen our  program. 

Thank you – 

Pam Colasanti -  STEM Corrdinator 


